Starting Down the Boy Scout Advancement Trail

1)  Obtain the Boy Scout Handbook and start reading it.

2) The first “rank” to earn is Scout. The requirements are on page 4 of the handbook.

3) Fulfill the first 8 requirements by reviewing them with adult leaders in the troop.

4) Fulfill requirement #9 with your parent/guardian. The pamphlet is located on the inside cover of your handbook. Have the adult sign and date the cover of the pamphlet AND next to #9 on page 4 of your book.

5) Visit the troop website at bsatroop560.org and download the Troop Advancement Test, found under “resources”. Note the troop calendar is on there, too.

6) Bring your Advancement Test to the next troop meeting and ask an adult leader (other than your parent) to help you take the test for the Scout rank. The adult will sign off your test.

7) Take your SIGNED Advancement Test to the Scout Master, Thom Grote, and schedule your Scout Master Conference (requirement #10).

8) Have the Scout Master sign your book on page 4 after your conference.

9) Bring your book with p. 4 all signed off to the Advancement Chair, Susan Wilkinson. Your rank will be recorded and your badge awarded to you at the end of the following troop meeting.

10) At the next Court of Honor (COH) you will be presented with your rank card.

Note that unlike in Cub Scouts, you can work on Scout, Tenderfoot, 2nd Class, and 1st Class at the same time! Review the requirements for each and bring your books to the meetings and campouts to get signed off as you complete the various requirements. Note that you can only be awarded the ranks in order (i.e. you can complete all of Tenderfoot requirements before having earned your Scout Rank, but you cannot be AWARDED your Tenderfoot Rank until you have earned your Scout Rank.) The requirements for the ranks after Scout are listed and signed off at the back of your handbook (p. 438-443)The ranks of Star, Life and Eagle are earned after completing all the lower ranks with the exception of earning the Merit Badges.

You may work on Merit Badges at any time during your scouting experiences. When ready to start, see the Advancement Chair for a “blue card” (Merit Badge Application card) and the list of available Merit Badge Councilors for the topic you are interested in. You may work on as amny Merit Badges as you wish at any time. You have until your 18th birthday to complete the badge …there are no specific “start to finish” time limits. Once you have earned your Merit Badge by completing al the requirements to your counselor’s satisfaction and have the blue card signed off, return it to the Advancement Chair, Susan Wilkinson. Merit Badges are awarded at the next Court of Honor. BE SURE TO KEEP YOUR PORTION OF THE BLUE CARD IN A SAFE PLACE!!

